





The Spring Term - Reception, KG1 & KG2

Spring term starts on the 9th January. This will also be a very busy term.

eReception pupils will be learning about topics related to shapes and colours, Carnival, spring time and nursery
rhymes.

eKindergarten 1 pupils will be covering topic work related to farm animals, wild animals, pet animals, animal
homes, bees and endangered animals. During the month of March they will be learning about our world -
animals in the world, the continents and transport.

eKindergarten 2 pupils will be learning about the weather - sun and desert, rain and thunder, wind, ice and
snow, and the rainbow. They will also be covering topics related to dinosaurs and volcanoes.

For Carnival Reception pupils will be asked to dress up for the class party whilst our Kindergarten pupils will
take part in a parade, followed by a class party. It will indeed be another exciting time for all.

We will also be organising workshops regarding our academic and handwriting programmes for Reception
and Kindergarten parents led by Ms Audrey Fenech Adami, INCO and Learning Consultant. Details will be
given at a later stage.
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Junior 1 = Juonior 5

Helping the Missions

The 21st October was casual day for Chiswick House School. Each child kindly gave 2 euro to support a
Voluntary project coordinated by SPYS. A group of three Maltese nurses were working at the Nyabondo Centre
for the disabled in Kenya. This is an important Rehabilitation and Vocational Training Centre with an operating
theatre where orthopaedic and plastic surgeons operate on about 400 children every year. The response was
fantastic and the money raised (840Euro) was passed on to Ms Louise Cachia, one of the nurses who carried
out this voluntary work. A big thank you to all.

As part of our programme to instil social responsibility in our pupils, the pupils were also asked to donate
food preserves for a Mission Day Bazaar organised by the Missions Committee of San Gwann which was held
on the 23rd October. All proceeds were given to the Capuchin Missions in Kenya. Thank you parents for your
generosity.

On the 26th October Chiswick House School’s Junior 3
pupils greeted Mrs Abela, the president’s wife, with a
warm welcome and a bouquet of flowers. She was then
led to the theatre where she met our Junior 4 and Junior
5 pupils, listened to the school choir and heard Rachel
Zammit (Jr5) recite the poem “L-Ghodwa” written by
Dun Karm. The purpose of her visit was to launch the
[strina Piggy Bank Charity Campaign and to involve
all children to raise awareness of the importance of
giving back to the community. The piggy banks have
all been distributed in every classroom for all children
to contribute to. At the end of her visit, Mrs Abela was
presented with a beautiful painting by Franky Attard
and Krista Muscat. Many thanks to Ms Sharon and Ms
Marica for coordinating this event as well as to Ms Lisa
for preparing our choir.
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Junior 4 & 5 Girls’ Football Tournoment

Last 8th November our Junior 4 and Junior 5 pupils had their first football tournament for this scholastic year.
Our pupils performed outstandingly. Fantastic effort by the Chiswick House Girls’ football team who remain
unbeaten and are in 1st place.

Well done and a big thanks to the girls for their commitment and their coaches Mr Jon and Mr Reuben.

Walk-about Kappora Outing

As part of the Geography and Environmental Studies curriculum, on Tuesday 8th November 2011 the Junior
3s went on an outing to Kappara and San Gwann to learn more about their school’s locality. The pupils had the
opportunity to see the different buildings and historical places in the area, and had the chance to familiarise
themselves with road safety: another topic that will be covered in GES later on during the year. The children
were shown the correct way of how to use zebra crossings and pelican lights.

On leaving Chiswick House School, our pupils passed next to the Russian Embassy and the small park next
to the school. They kept walking until they reached the main road where they saw two main banks and saw
different types of shops and hawkers. Their next stop was the small chapel dedicated to St. Margaret. The
children had some time to rest their feet and complete the treasure hunt prepared by Ms. Joselle. They also had
the opportunity to explore a piece of art by Paul Vella Critien situated in front of the chapel.

Then they headed off to the main attraction of the outing: the cart ruts! The children were excited to see and
touch these cart ruts. Many children came prepared with interesting questions about them. Most of the pupils
were curious about how they were dug and how they were they used.

Later on they visited the playground dedicated to Karen Grech. They also saw St. Bernadette’s Primary School,
the Parish Church dedicated to Our Lady of Lourdes and the Police Station. Slowly, they headed back to school
after a very exciting day! Thank you Junior 3 teachers for having organized this outing!
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Every year, during the second week of November, we celebrate St. Martin’s feast. We do this to talk about
a Maltese tradition. We had a display in the foyer where our Kindergarten and Junior pupils were given a
multisensory opportunity to listen, discuss, see, touch and feel things related to the story and the Maltese
tradition. Maltese traditional sweet bread was given to all Kindergarten 2 pupils. Our Junior 1 and Junior 2
pupils had to guess what was in a St. Martin’s bag and they were also encouraged to draw the items. A number
of pupils, from the different levels, were also awarded bags filled with fruit and nuts for this special occasion.
Ms Rachel’s class prepared a special assembly about St. Martin and the Junior 3s, 4s and other Junior 5 pupils
listened to some interesting facts about him.

Marcus Sedgwick visits our school

Chiswick House School was privileged to welcome Marcus Sedgwick, British author and musician, on Tuesday
15th November. Acclaimed writer of teen fiction and other books for younger children, Marcus Sedgwick had
worked in children’s publishing and as a bookseller before turning his hand to writing. His books have either
won or been shortlisted for over 30 awards including the Guardian Children’s Fiction Prize, the Booktrust
Teenage Prize and the Costa Children’s Book Award. As well as writing full time Marcus teaches creative writing
and is author in residence at Bath Spa University. He also illustrates some of his own books.

Mr Sedgwick delighted the Junior 5 children with descriptions of his series The Raven Mysteries. The children
were thrilled to meet the person who wrote the books many of them were already reading as a follow up
of the library classes had been held to prepare them for this event. They were eager to listen to how he got
the idea for the six books in this series and they were keen to answer his own questions about many of his
characters. He also answered many of the children’s queries about the books at the end of the session. Mr
Sedgwick concluded his visit by signing all copies of the books which the children bought.
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Junior 1 outing to Bristow Potteries
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The 17th November marked the day all the Junior 1 pupils had been looking forward to for their outing to Ta’
Qali Crafts Village. All wrapped up in anoraks and brimming with excitement they were welcomed by a very
helpful gentleman who greeted them at Bristow Potteries. Eager little hands were given some clay and shapes
to cut out Christmas decorations. The works of art were inscribed with their names and a hole was made so
that they were transformed into hanging decorations. These were then placed in a kiln for baking. Once these
were baked and cooled the pupils took them to school to paint during an art lesson. This outing was a great
success....a trip enjoyed by one and all.

Junior 5 Museum of Fine Arts

Once again, our Junior 5s were taken to the annual outing to the Fine Arts Museum and St. John’s Co-Cathedral.
Conor Shaw, one of our Junior 5 pupils had this to say: “This was my first outing! We went to the Fine Arts
Museum and to St. John’s Co-Cathedral. When we first arrived at the Museum, Ms Dalevene explained the
rules like we have to whisper and no flash photography. She told us about the history of the building and
who painted all the chiaroscuro paintings: Mattia Preti. While we were there she gave us a pack called “Going
Places” which we had to fill in. In this pack we had to answer questions like: What is the girl holding? Which is
the most striking colour? How long do you think it took to paint that painting?

We also had to go to St. John’s Co-Cathedral. It was a long walk but no one complained. When we arrived Ms
Dalevene gave us audio guides. The cathedral was decorated beautifully. We saw Mattia Preti’s grave.

We saw the wonderful carvings on the walls and we also saw the paintings called ‘The Beheading of St. John’
and ‘St. Jerome’ painted by Caravaggio himself. We also saw Caravaggio’s only signed painting. I had loads of
fun on my outing”.
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Visiting Professor

Chiswick House School has recently launched alovely new project called “Becoming The Best We Can Be At 110"
CHS will be 110 years old in 2015/6, and stakeholders - parents, staff and students - will be coming together
to create a common vision of where we want to be by then, and to plan our path towards that vision. Ms Bernie
has arranged funding for this project herself, and we will have access to some top educational consultants in
the process. Professor Louise Stoll, a world authority on Professional Learning Communities, visited the school
in the week of 21st November and pupils, teachers and parents had the wonderful opportunity of meeting up
with her and listening to her presentations. We thank all parents and teachers who took up this opportunity of
attending her talks and started the road to becoming a professional learning community.

Inclusion Week
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The title chosen for this year’s inclusive event was Inclusion: A rainbow of diversity. Workshops took place in
all classrooms and the activities focused on developing an awareness and an understanding of differences
that exist within our community. The workshops were run by the ALP (Alternate Learning Programme) team,
which is made up of specialist teachers in the field of Learning Difficulties.

During Inclusion week all children learnt a song which was different at each level. On the last day of this
eventful week a whole school celebration of diversity was held in the school theatre. Each class within the
same level came together on stage and they sang the song that they had learnt to the whole school. As they
proceeded on stage each child stuck a hand onto an outline of a rainbow. Every level had a different colour.
The idea was that when we add all our diversity together we make something very beautiful indeed. A lovely
initiative organized by our ALP team...Well done Ms Audrey, Ms Becky and Ms Cynthia!
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There’s magic in your smile

Learning about good oral health from an early age is important and taking care of children’s teeth can prevent
decay. Dr Monica was welcomed by the Junior 1 classes as she gave a presentation on establishing good
habits for dental health. She explained what to expect when visiting a dentist, the importance of brushing
teeth properly and how often this should be done. She continued to say that healthy eating also plays a vital
part in keeping good oral hygiene. The children eagerly learnt that healthy teeth give a pleasant smile. More
presentations will also be given to the Kindergarten 2 and Junior 2 pupils throughout the Spring Term.
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Junior 4 - Visit to the Domus Romana & Catacombs in Rabat

AVE SCOLA ECCE ROMANLI...STEPPING BACK IN TIME

On Thursday 1st December, armed with clipboards and truckloads of questions, the Junior 4 classes visited
the Domus Romana and St Paul’s Catacombs in Rabat. At the Roman townhouse, they were fascinated by
the intricacy of the mosaic flooring adorning the peristyle and amazed by the inventiveness of the Romans
in collecting and channelling rainwater to be re-used. Learning about the Romans’ unorthodox eating
habits raised more than just a few laughs! There was a particular flurry of excitement around the showcases
displaying Roman artefacts and some exhibits drew many oohhs and ahhs! That same morning, the more
intrepid children of the group descended the steep flight of stairs leading down to the catacombs and learnt
about Roman burial rites. Their fertile imaginations ran riot though as they baulked at the idea of ever thinking
of having a celebratory meal on the agape tables as their ancestors must have done!
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More to come this term

Christmas Spirit at CHS

Once again we have taken the opportunity this Christmas to teach our pupils about the real spirit of the season
- The Art of Giving. As in previous years we have collected gifts for a boy or girl who are less fortunate in our
society. These are being placed under the school Christmas tree and will be distributed to YMCA to help make
Christmas a happy one for all.

CHS Christmas Mass (19th December)

The Junior School pupils will this year celebrate Mass together at San Gwann’s Parish Church. During this
annual event, Fr Claude Portelli will celebrate Mass and pupils participate together by presenting the readings
as well as the bidding prayers. Our CHS choir will enrich the Mass with their singing. During the offertory, apart
from offering the bread and wine, pupils will also hand over the gifts they have brought to school. Once again
the YMCA will be given the presents for less fortunate children. Thank you children, and parents, for your
generosity.

End of Term (20th December)

As we prepare to wrap up the exciting first term of this scholastic year the pupils from Juniors 3 and 4 will be
treated to our much awaited Battle of the classes. Each Junior 5 class will perform a much-loved Christmas
song. At the end of the performances all pupils will await the judges’ verdict. Best of luck to all participants.
Class parties will also be held during this half day. More details to follow.

Christmas Eve Mass (24th December at 2100)

All parents, pupils, relatives and friends are invited to join us celebrate the true meaning of Christmas.
Christmas Eve Mass is celebrated in our school theatre at 2100 hours. All are welcome to join.
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Junior School Sprlng Term 2012 Events
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Junior 5 Live-Ins

Group 1: 23rd & 24th February (Girls)
Group 2: 1st & 2nd March (Boys)

Each scholastic year our Junior 5 pupils are given the opportunity to participate in one of the two Live-In
Experiences at St Martin’s College. These Live-Ins give pupils a chance to get better acquainted with the
college, participate in enjoyable activities and develop their socialization skills. Our Live-Ins have become a
popular event amongst our pupils and even though they are optional, they are highly recommended. Further
information will be given closer to the above dates.

Junior 5 Concert

The pupils of Junior 5 shall this year perform RATS. Ms Lorraine Aquilina (Principal, Drama Troupe) and the
class teachers will be working with the pupils in order to prepare them for their big performance. Ms Dalevene
Caruana will also be working backstage in order to prepare all the props and scenery.

Lenten Activities Programme/Our Lady of Sorrows

As part of the religious activities for the Spring Term, all Junior School classes will have the possibility to
confess as well as attend Lenten activities in order to prepare them better for the Easter celebrations. The term
will then come to its end with a special Mass dedicated to Our Lady of Sorrows.

Please toke note

We kindly urge you to follow directions when entering and exiting the school premises.

Care needs to be taken when entering the school. Most entrances are used by cars to enter/exit the
building. We thus encourage you to walk on the side of the Russian embassy and then cross over to enter
the school.

[t is also extremely important that children and adults exiting from the reception area, use the stairs and
not the ramp to leave the premises.
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As from the Spring Term, a greater emphasis
will be placed on the proper wearing of school
uniforms so that all our pupils are as smart as
possible.

Pupils will be asked to button up their top shirt
button, tie must be pulled up and shirt must
be tucked into the trousers. The bow should
be tied into a bow and not left dangling, hair
should be pulled back (not over the face) and
hairbands and accessories should match the
school uniform.

Please help us by ensuring that your children
come to school in a clean uniform and are
smartly dressed at all times.

The Parents’ Circle

The Chiswick House School Parents’ Circle has been meeting and preparing to organize various talks and
courses for Parents.

The Report of the Analysis of the Parents’ Questionnaire which was sent to Parents at the end of last scholastic
year is finally concluded. Parents may see this report on the school website:- www.chs.edu.mt

According to the survey, one of the main concerns that Parents are facing is stress related to various issues.

With this in mind the Parents’ Circle organized two talks focusing on success, parental involvement in their
child’s life, the importance of encouraging children and discipline.

1 - 4 PARENTING SKILLS’ COURSE

A 3-session course started on 15th November for parents with children aged 1 - 4 years. The course ended in
December 2011.

UPCOMING TALKS FOR THE SPRING & SUMMER TERMS

Preparing for Puberty

A talk for Jr 4 & 5 Parents will be held on Wednesday 8th February 2012 at Chiswick House School.
Speaker: Ms Eleanor Marmara’

Other talks are in the pipeline covering topics such as lack of respect, behavioural challenges, the need for
direction in parenting, learning styles and computer and internet issues.
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